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The kingdom Protista includes organisms, most of them microscopic, which have both animal and

plant features. With such a diversity of life forms in this grouping, the features of this kingdom are

quite varied. This intriguing book shows how this group's unusal members are generally classified

according to an absence of a feature, such as the lack of complicated cell structure. Learn about

such exotic organisms as algae, dinoflagellates, radiolarians, amoebae, and slime moldsall of them

protists. Case histories examine the importance of plankton to the marine food chains, innovative

uses of protists by humans, and the role of protists in various diseases.
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Grade 6-8â€“More accurately titled A Kingdom of Their Own, this series devotes a volume to each of

the five life-form kingdoms. Rather than trying for comprehensive surveysâ€“an impossible

enterpriseâ€“the authors present in some detail both shared characteristics and, using carefully

selected examples, the remarkable range of forms, internal structures, habitats and habits of each

group's denizens. Lively section headings (Pilobolus kleinii: A Dung Fungus Squirt Gun) and notes

on uncommon achievements, such as the ability of the giant Pacific octopus to open jars and even



pill containers, lighten the substantial load of biological terminology. Illustrated with a plethora of

close-up color photos and microphotos, and closing with annotated lists of recommended Web

sites, these volumes capture the remarkable diversity of life while providing meaty introductions for

serious students of natural history. (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned

subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. --This text refers to the Library Binding

edition.

Informative.

This is the second in the series of these 2 books I have. Again, well written. Anything like this to

expand a child's mind is welcome.

Very Interesting material and the book was delivered quickly.

See my review of "Bacteria" in the same series. The same problems apply. Specifically, there's little

material that would help me identify the protists I might see with my light microscope.

The titles in 'A Class of Their Own' series provide excellent surveys for libraries interested in the six

major classifications of living organisms based on the latest scientific data. Judy Wearing's

BACTERIA surveys staph, strep and other bacteria while her FUNGI covers mushrooms,

toadstools, molds and others, Shar Levine and Leslie Johnstone's ANIMALS surveys mammals,

birds, reptiles and other animals and their PLANTS surveys flowering plants, ferns and other plants;

David M. Barker's ARCHAEA covers salt-lovers and other types of archaeans, and Rona Arato's

PROTISTS tells of algae and amoebas and other protists. All are perfect for elementary reports.
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